
✦Intro:  I didn’t see any blow-up figurines in yards this morning.  

No strings of lights on the bushes or trees. Maybe I missed it, but 

I haven’t heard a lot about stores offering to wrap your 

merchandise in colorful paper for ripping open on Easter morning.  

On the contrary, I have seen women wearing earrings that look 

like candy canes, or pine trees, or even deer that supposedly can 

fly.  But, while they may be out there, I at least haven’t noticed 

girls with eggs dangling from their ear lobes, or mini tombstones.  

No cemetery scenes on front yards with open caskets, balloons 

and horns. Biblical scholar NT Wright has states it succinctly,  

✦“Christmas itself has far outstripped Easter in popular 

culture as the real celebratory center of the Christian year– 

a move that completely reverses the New Testament’s 

emphasis.  We sometimes try, in hymns, prayers, and 

sermons, to build a whole theology on Christmas, but it can’t 

in fact sustain such a thing.  We then keep Lent, Holy Week, and Good 

Friday so thoroughly that we have hardly any energy left for Easter except for the 

first night and day (In the tradition it’s 8 days, and Eastertide continues for 50 days).  

Easter, however, should be the center.  Take that  away and 

there is, almost literally, nothing left.” (p.23 Surprised by 

Hope)

✦Take away the stories of Jesus birth and you lose only two 

chapters of Matthew and two of Luke.  Take away the resurrection 

and you lose the entire New Testament and most of the 

second-century fathers as well.  (Clement, Ignatius -disciple of 
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John, Justin, Polycarp, also of John,  Irenaeus -disciple of 

Polycarp, Tertullian, Origen).  They all focused on preaching the 

resurrection. 

✦“And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is 

your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses 

about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from 

the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.” 1 

Corinthians 15:14, 15, NIV.

✦Guess what! Paul is preaching that there is a way to come back 

from the dead!  For real!  But more than that as we will see.

✦The whole reason for the beginning of Christianity in the history 

of the world is based on the reality of the resurrected Jesus.  So 

what happened?  If you simply chose to believe the resurrection 

didn’t happen, you have given yourself a huge task: you then 

need to come up with some historically feasible alternative 

explanation for the birth of the Christian Church still alive today.  

The central teaching of the New Testament, and of the first 200 

years of Christianity was that Jesus came back from the dead 

after being brutally killed, but since then in some ways we forget 

it’s significance and it puts us to sleep.

✦1. What is resurrection?  Lets be clear.  Some folks say 

resurrection is the rising of hope in the disciples’ minds after their 

leader died. That he lived on in their memories and they went on 

to teach the ethical things he taught.  That’s nonsense.  The 

disciples were not hopeful after Jesus’ death.  They were grief 
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stricken and afraid.  And there was nothing new about Jesus’ 

ethics that God hadn’t already given to the Jewish people in their 

scriptures.  Other folks think that resurrection is another term for 

life after death, or heaven.  But that’s not resurrection either.  

When Jesus was raised from the dead he was not in heaven, 

neither was he a floating spirit, neither was he a “walking dead” 

person.  Such a reality would certainly not start a new religion. 

Jesus’ resurrection means he was present on earth, with a human 

body, yet transformed into a kind of human there had never been 

before, someone extraterrestrial.  He was not just a resuscitated 

jewish man, complete with lacerated torso and legs from the 

floggings of the Romans. We know he had the holes in his wrists 

still.  But he had a body with new properties, not subject to 

decay.  Not mere flesh and blood but more than just that. He ate, 

he talked, he touched. But he didn’t need doors and could 

disappear at will.  
✦“And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall 

we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. I declare to you, 

brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 

does the perishable inherit the imperishable.” 1 Corinthians 15:49, 50, 

NIV.

✦This is what started a new religion literally over night in 

Jerusalem in the early first century.  
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✦B.  The resurrection of Christ was the in-breaking of the new 

world order, the coming world, (call it another dimension) into 

human history already made possible only by the defeat of sin.  

✦“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 

your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If 

only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than 

all men.” 1 Corinthians 15:17-19, NIV.

✦You see, Jesus’ resurrection was proof that there was 

something, someone stronger than sin and death.  Our world is 

limited, decays, and ends in death for everything and everyone.  

That is because our dimension is stained with sin.  Without sin, 

earthly existence would be far more than we currently 

experience! 

✦That’s what the disciples experienced in seeing the risen Lord, 

and that’s what changed them from hiding in the upper room, to 

boldly preaching Jesus is the one true God to everyone.  And 

that’s why they were all killed by the government, and disdained 

by the media of the day.

✦2. Why believe in the resurrection?

✦A. The testimony of Jesus’ death.  Some deny the 

resurrection by suggesting that Jesus never died to begin 

with.  The Koran teaches this and one branch of Muslims 

says Jesus went off to India where he died later. [The Koran 

was written in the seventh century, over 600 years after 

Christ.  1Corinthians was written with in 20 years of Christ.]  
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The idea that Jesus didn’t die doesn’t fit with any evidence 

we have about Rome, the inventors of crucifixion and the 

conquerors of the then known world.  Roman soldiers didn’t 

fail in their duties and live to tell about it.  If a Roman 

soldier fell asleep on duty, he would be set on fire on the 

spot in front of the others.   Besides, Jesus was flogged first 

which usually killed the victim.  Thirty-nine lashes with a 

whip with metal balls and sharp bone fragments tied in. The 

historian Eusebius said of the floggings, “The sufferer’s veins 

were laid bare, and the very muscles, sinews, and bowels of 

the victim were open to exposure.”  The evidence doesn’t 

allow for a clean, healthy Jesus being nailed to the cross to 

die a slow and painful death of asphyxiation.  He was 

already close to death when that began! 

✦B. The testimony of the empty tomb.  If Jesus body was in 

the tomb, the new Christian religion would never have 

started.  All the opponents (which included both the Roman 

Empire and the Jewish nation) needed to do was go to the 

tomb and point at his body to ruin the story.  But nobody did 

that.  The Pharisees didn’t.  They chose to say his body was 

stolen, but you will notice they didn’t say, “Ha, just go to the 

grave yard and see for yourself!  The Romans didn’t produce 

a body.  The claim of resurrection couldn’t have been 

maintained in Jerusalem for a single day if the empty tomb 

was not an established fact.  So how do you explain that?
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✦C. The testimony of the disciples’ transformation:  Think of 

Thomas who doubted the silly tale of resurrection, and who 

became a believer over night after meeting a resurrected 

Jesus.  Paul who tortured and killed Christians from town to 

town was converted overnight after meeting the resurrected 

Jesus. Peter who three times denied he knew Jesus became 

a street preacher fingering the jews for killing Jesus and 

urging them to believe.  James who thought his brother was 

a little crazy (Jn.7:5) became a leader of the Christian 

church in Jerusalem and was stoned by Ananias the high 

priest as a blasphemer. You could imprison them, you could 

flog them, you could burn them on crosses, or feed them to 

tigers like Nero, but you couldn't make them deny their utter 

conviction that Jesus was actually alive.  Why? 

✦D. The testimony of the disciples’ deaths:  People say the 

claim of resurrection was all a hoax, a big lie.  They started 

their own new religion and made it up.  But that doesn’t fit 

the facts either.  Would you die for a lie?  In 1978, 918 

people followed Jim Jones into death by suicide, but they 

thought what he told them was true.  In Waco TX 1993,  the 

76 Branch Davidians died for their leader, but here’s the 

catch; they thought it what he taught them was true.  If 

Jesus hadn’t risen from the dead, then the disciples knew 

they were preaching a lie and a fake to say that he was.  It’s 

hard to find anyone who would die for a hoax, much less a 
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whole group.  But die for it they did.  Peter, Andrew, James, 

Philip, Simon, Bartholemew -all died by crucifixion.  Matthew 

and James of Zebede died by the sword.  Thomas was 

speared to death.  James the brother of Jesus was stoned.  

Pascal once said, “I believe those witnesses who get their 

throats cut.” There are no ironmanites. No disciples of Thor. 

No hulkonians.  No church of superman.  That's because we 

know these stories are not true. But there is a Christian 

church, worshippers of Christ!

✦E. The testimony of the other eye-witnesses:  Jesus is 

recorded as appearing some eleven different times to over 

500 in all (6).  That’s a lot of eye witnesses!  Too many to 

discount. Well, are their accounts historically valid or are 

they just legends developed over long periods of time?  In 

actuality there is more historical verification for the New 

Testament documents than for any ancient history.  (I won’t 

even go into that, but if your interested come ask me. I’ll 

throw out one tidbit though: all the Gospels say that the first 

witnesses to the resurrection were women.  In a day when 

women could not be legal witnesses, there is no way legend 

would develop marking them as the the first.  It would be 

the other way around.  This just points to the veracity of the 

accounts.)  Also we know that Paul wrote his letter to the 

Corinthians Christians about 55-57AD.  We know from the 

grammar and syntax, that verse 3-7 in our text are creed 

Anastasia or Anesthesia? , 1Cor.15:1-26

7



already well used by that time. He says he told it to them 

already when he had been with them, which means it 

predates 51AD when Paul was there.  That’s data within 20 

years of the event.  He even points out that eye-witnesses 

are all mostly still living!  That rules out legend.  That means 

Paul is essentially inviting his readers to check it out for 

themselves.  Remember, this is the Pax Romana era.  Travel 

around the Mediterranean was safe, easy and relatively 

quick.  If Jesus wasn’t resurrected, the story wouldn’t stick.  

The media could go over and talk with the witnesses.  If 

there were holes in the accounts it would die out rapidly. 

✦Some say that the appearings of Jesus were just the 

disciples having visions, that they hallucinated because 

they all wanted Jesus to come back to life.  1) First, nobody 

in first century believed in temporal resurrection. Nobody 

expected it.  Nobody was thinking about it.  Resurrection 

was a peripheral doctrine to the Jew, something that would 

happen after the Last Day, at the end of time, when the 

world was remade.  The Romans didn’t believe in a 

resurrection.  They believed in a spiritual after life, but not 

one like this one, and not one that you could come back 

from.  Greeks didn’t want to come back to a physical 

existence.  They believed with Plato that matter was a lower 

form of being, and that a disembodied soul was better.  So 

resurrection wasn’t on their radar.  It’s not something 

Anastasia or Anesthesia? , 1Cor.15:1-26

8



they’re going to dream up.  2) Second, medical experts can 

tell you that  hallucinations are particular to the individual.  

No two people have the same thing.  But we have hundreds 

of people seeing the same person, the resurrected Lord. 

Furthermore, people who hallucinate need a fertile mind full 

of hope and anticipation!  The disciples were just the 

opposite after the crucifixion. And if they wanted to believe 

it so bad that they made it up, how come in at least three of 

the appearances of Jesus he wasn’t recognized?  

✦So if it wasn't mass hallucination, what was it that all these 

people saw that started a new teaching about resurrection 

life over night?  The evidence suggests it was because they 

actually saw the resurrected Jesus! A being like no other. 

Nothing like the walking dead we tell stories about.  This is a 

glorious person like no other and far more than you ever 

thought.  This was the future world, breaking into history in 

a single man. 

✦Conclusion:  I think we have seen a lot of evidence showing 

that accepting the reality of Jesus’ resurrection is most 

reasonable.  Again, if you don’t accept it, you need some 

explanation for the phenomenal presence of the Christian Church 

on the world scene that all began over night.  But if you do accept 

it there are also implications for you.  If Jesus did rise from the 

dead, then he is no ordinary man. He is in fact more than any 

man you’ve ever met or read about.  The God-Man.  And if Jesus 
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is who the evidence says he is, then everything he ever said you 

need to concern yourself with listening to! 
✦“For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by 

the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by 

raising him from the dead.”” Acts 17:31, NIV.

✦As Tim Keller puts it, If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have 

to accept all he said; if he didn’t rise from the dead, then why 

worry about any of what he said?  The issue on which everything 

hangs is not whether or not you like his teachings but whether or 

not he rose from the dead” (p.210 The Reason for God).  

✦This friends is why the media dislikes Christianity, it’s why the  

first century Jews and Romans killed the first Christians.  Its quite 

restricting.  If this Easter thing did happen, then Jesus is no mere 

man!  He is the true ruler of men, the true religion, the only way 

to beat death itself which no man can cheat.  If Jesus did rise 

from the dead, every member of every religion must repent of 

sin, and worship him and no other god. 

✦“He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise 

from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins 

will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

Luke 24:46, 47, NIV.

✦But when you believe on Christ today, you receive the promise 

of resurrection to a greater, a higher life because of his payment 

for all your sins.  If that sounds good to you, pray along as I do…
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